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FAMILY CONNECTION
Use these discussion starters to help foster a spiritual conversation with your family.
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CONNECTION POINT:

Our hope in Christ
changes how we view
the world and live in it.
THE BIBLE MEETS
LIFE: The saying “He

who dies with the
most toys wins” aptly
describes how many
people live in today’s
culture. Whether it’s a
bigger house, a better
job, or getting our
children into a certain
school, people chase
after the things of this
world. Faith and hope in
Christ transforms our
perspective. It places
Christ at the center of
our lives, so that life is
no longer about what we
can gain, but about how
we love and serve God
and others.
LIVE IT OUT: Your

student has been
encouraged to take
practical steps to take
his or her faith and
Live It Out.

Scripture: Ezra 2:68-70; 3:1-13
Live It Out: Use time driving in the car or waiting in line to praise God with your child. Sing
simple praise songs such as “God Is So Good.” Tell your child that he can sing and thank God.
When the people returned to Jerusalem from Babylon, they rebuilt the temple.
Families gave offerings of money that was used to buy supplies and to pay people who
worked to rebuild the temple. The people paid to have big logs brought to Jerusalem.
The workers finished the first part of the temple, the foundation. The people celebrated.
The church helpers put on their special clothes and brought their trumpets and cymbals. The
church helpers played music, and the people sang to God. They thanked Him. The people
sang, “God is good. God loves us.”
People were happy the temple was being rebuilt. People sang happy praise songs to God.
Everyone around Jerusalem heard the happy shouts and songs. They knew the people
were happy about the temple.

KIDS
Scripture: Ezra 2:68-70; 3:1-13
Live It Out: Remind your child that the Book of Psalms is a book of songs. Help your child
memorize Psalm 95:6. Lead your child to thank God for who He is and what He has done.
When God’s people arrived in Jerusalem, they willingly gave offerings. Their offerings
were used to help pay for the temple to be built again.
The people began building the altar for the temple. They set up the altar and began making
sacrifices.
They found stonecutters to build more of the temple. When the base of the temple was
finished, the people dressed in their best clothes. They brought trumpets and cymbals and
played music. They sang thanks and praise to God. All the people gave shouts of praise.
Some of the older people cried as they remembered the first temple. The noise from
the people could be heard from far away, but those hearing the sounds could not tell the
difference between the crying and shouting.

STUDENTS
Scripture: 1 Peter 1:13-25
• How are Christians often tempted to conform to the culture of this world?
• How does the reality of redemption change the way we see the world and live in it?
• What are the challenges and benefits of loving others sincerely and consistently?
Live It Out: When things inevitably don’t turn out as we’d hoped, it can be easy to get
frustrated and discouraged, or even be tempted to give up. Thankfully, we have friends beside
us to offer encouragement and to help us overcome a sense of hopelessness.
This week, ask your student if there is anything he or she is struggling with. Consider
ways you can help them to overcome any problems and encourage them in their walk.
Pray together for the strength and patience to seek Jesus and listen to His direction in
difficult times.

